made an attempt to follow in his footsteps. As he publicly explored a race for the same job in New York state, Weld told audiences about Houston:
Sam was governor of the state of Tennessee and then the first governor of Texas. When my friend Lamar Alexander from Tennessee [Governor from 1979 [Governor from -1987 and U.S. Senator since 2003] heard about my interest in running for governor here in New York, he gave me a copy of the famous Sam Houston biography, The Raven, and told me, 'You'll like Sam. He's a quitter, just like you.' I told him he was right. I think, like Sam Houston, I've always been a principled quitter. v Another view of Sam Houston comes from a song written by Philip Gibbs. Gibbs came to write it after he had been "studying a lot of Texas History … particularly about ol' Sam: I wanted to focus on Sam's lost years -between Tennessee & Texas. Apparently he was late to marry for a politician. He was Governor of Tennessee and 35 and he was strongly advised to take a wife. He did, and shortly thereafter it all fell apart and he quit his job as Governor like it was a job dishwashing. 
Mr. Sam was a helluva man as we all know If it had been up to him there'd have never been a battle at the Alamo Governor of 2 great states & Alabama nearly cleared his fate Always seemed to be up on top of a mountain

Robert Taylor
Tennessee 1887-1891 & 1897-1899 Robert Taylor and his brother Alfred were both known in Tennessee for playing the fiddle at country dances, and also for their political careers. Soon after Robert secured the Democratic nomination for Governor of Tennessee in 1886, the Republican Party enlisted brother Alfred to oppose him. During the campaign, according to writer Burgin Mathews in his booklet titled, Singing Governors, Fiddling Senators, "The brothers traveled the state, debating by day, singing and fiddling by night, and often sharing a hotel bed before moving on to their next engagement." In addition to serving twice as governor, Robert is remembered in the name of a fiddle waltz that became known as "Bob Taylor ' Like Texas Governor Neff eight years earlier, Governor Allen pardoned Ledbetter soon after hearing a song that mentioned him by name. In this case, however, the release apparently owed more to the lobbying of folklorists Alan and John Lomax, who had "visited the Penitentiary in search of inmates who knew folksongs, blues, ballads, religious material, and worksongs."
xii In fact, the subsequently recorded versions of this song follow the verse above asking that to be released with the ones below expressing gratitude to now be free. Immediately upon his release, Ledbetter became John Lomax's chauffeur and was soon being introduced to concert audiences as "Lead Belly." Over the next quarter-century, he would record hundreds of songs and stories and perform on stage and on radio across the country and in Europe. Lead Belly died from ALS on December 6, 1949, just eight months before his song "Goodnight Irene" by the folk singing quartet The Weavers became a hit and the best-selling record in the country. xv Harold G. Hoffman New Jersey 1935-1938 Harold G. Hoffman served as Governor of New Jersey for one term and had the distinction being both preceded and followed by the same man, A. Harry Moore (1926 Moore ( -1929 Moore ( , 1932 Moore ( -1935 Moore ( & 1938 Moore ( -1941 . Hoffman harbored doubts about the guilt of Bruno Hauptmann, who had been convicted of kidnapping the Lindbergh baby; soon after being elected, he secretly visited Hauptmann in prison.
Hoffman's race in 1934 inspired a campaign song called H-O-F-F-M-A-N with words and music by Amos Harker. The original sheet music includes a biography noting that the 38-year old Hoffman is not only "the youngest candidate ever to seek the office of Governor in New Jersey," but that he "is an arch foe of sham and hypocrisy in politics, a forceful, pleasant and dynamic speaker who has been heard in every nook and corner of his state, a keen student of economics and political science, and a tireless worker." is the only governor to have been both the subject of song and a musical performer himself. His entry into politics, in fact, was fueled by the prominence he had gained from promoting his Hillbilly Flour Company with a western swing band that played on radio shows and in live appearances throughout the state. : 1935 -38, Texas Rose Records, Sugarland, Texas, 1982 The Blue Bonnet Governor [Listen] The Returning to the US after spending two years in a Japanese POW camp, Dupree was dismayed to find racism similar to what he had experienced before the war. In this song, Dupree mentions no specific governor though at that time Georgia's governor was Ellis Arnall. Arnall had been preceded in office by Eugene Talmadge (1933) (1934) (1935) (1936) (1937) (1941) (1942) (1943) and followed by Talmadge's son Herman (1947, (1948) (1949) (1950) (1951) (1952) (1953) (1954) (1955) The other, a sly, satirical number titled Fables of Faubus, was written by the great jazz bassist, bandleader and composer Charles Mingus (1922 Mingus ( -1979 . The journalist Matthew Kassel writes that Mingus, "no stranger to social commentary recorded two well-known versions of this song." Kassel's background on the song continues: "The first was made, instrumentally, on the 1959 album Mingus Ah Um, which contains such enduring compositions as Goodbye Porkpie Hat, which is dedicated to Lester Young, and Better Git It in Your Soul. Mingus had wanted to record the tune with lyrics, but Columbia, his label at the time, refused to let him do it. And so the second recording, which came out in 1960 on the album Charles Mingus Presents Charles Mingus (Candid), and, for contractual reasons, was renamed Original Fables of Faubus, contains words. At the beginning of the track, Mingus says bitingly, "We'd like to continue this set with a composition dedicated to the first, or second or third, all-American heel." 
Bill Clinton Arkansas
The Music Governors Create and Inspire
1979-1981 & 1983-1992
Bill Clinton played tenor saxophone in high school with sufficient skill to gain the first chair in the Arkansas State Band. Dean unexpectedly became the frontrunner. His campaign was derailed on the night in January when not only did he come in third in the Iowa caucuses, but his widely-seen, televised comments to his supporters seemed to be in the form of a scream. Shortly after the campaign, singer-songwriter Aaron Nathans, who had known Dean "before the scream," wrote I Remember Howard Dean. Asked about the song, Nathans responded:
What led me to write it? [My song] "Senator McCain" was always a crowd pleaser, so I went back to the well, so to speak... and I had this personal story about my own interactions with Governor Dean at right about the time he was becoming -nationally known. I was always struck by how different his persona was nationally this passionate progressive -from the more buttoned-down city manager type we knew in Vermont, when I covered him as a wire service reporter in 1996 and 1997. Hogan has also long been the banjo player in the Cold Country Bluegrass Band, a group which recorded an ad for his campaign that was sung at campaign events, but never actually used on the radio. In the category of kicking someone while they're down, Kelly Brand, a Chicago jazz composer and pianist, wrote and recorded Rodney The Red-Faced Governor. The song also makes reference to three other recent Illinois governors before Blagojevich who went to jail; Otto Kerner (1961 -1968 ), Dan Walker (1973 -1977 and George Ryan (1999 Ryan ( -2003 . Serving between Kerner and Blagojevich with no known legal troubles were Samuel Shapiro (1968 -1969 ), Richard Ogilvie (1969 -1973 , Jim Thompson (1977 Thompson ( -1991 and Jim Edgar (1991 Edgar ( -1999 . 
There was Otto Kerner and Dan Walker lying Our last one now sleeps in a cell, that's George Ryan But we're so appalled by the skankiest governor of all Governor Rod Blagojevich had a very funny name…
Jon Huntsman Utah 2005-2009
Jon Huntsman was elected Governor of Utah in 2004. Soon after being reelected in 2008, he accepted nomination by President Barack Obama to serve as Ambassador to China. It was only after he stepped down from that post to seek the Republican presidential nomination in 2012 that his early musical career became national news. In his youth, it became known, Huntsman had dropped out of high school to tour with his rock band, Wizard, for which he was the keyboard player.
Kinky Friedman Texas Candidate 2006
Kinky Friedman, a well-known and often humorous country singer and mystery writer, ran for Governor of Texas in 2006. He received nationwide publicity, but only 13% of the vote. His persona and campaign is described by Burgin Mathews in the introduction to Singing Governors, Fiddling Senators: "Surely one of the most colorful candidates in recent memory for any high-profile public office was iconoclastic country singer, detective novelist, cigar-chomping humorist and, in 2006, would-be Texas governor, Kinky Friedman. Friedman had first gained cult-culture status in the 1970s as frontman to the Texas Jewboys, a band that dished out both social commentary and bawdy humor in such songs as Get Your Biscuits in the Oven and Your Buns in Bed, They Ain't Making Jews Like Jesus Anymore, and "Asshole from El Paso.". In the eighties Friedman emerged as an author, churning out, among other writings, a series of novels that usually starred a loud-mouthed TexasJewish detective, relocated to the Big Apple and named, well, Kinky Friedman. As an author he proved prolific, sometimes releasing two or three books in a single year. And then, in 2006, Kinky turned to politics: calling for the "dewussification" of Texas, he launched a campaign for that state's governorship, touting slogans like "How Hard Can it Be?" and "Why the Hell Not?" Throughout the race, Friedman sold himself as the anti-politician, a stranger to both the political establishment and to political correctness, and he appeared at rallies and debates stabbing his cigar in the air and spouting from beneath a black cowboy hat characteristic one-liners-sometimes irrelevant, often crass, and now and again downright brilliant-which left his more traditional opponents bristling. Kinky lost, by a landslide. In 2012, when Irish Prime Minister Edna Kenny visited the White House, O'Malley was the only governor invited to sing at an East Room celebration. Though the band is very good President Obama in his subsequent remarks was reported to have joked:
They say the curse of the Irish, as the Governor knows, is not that they don't know the words to a song. It's that they know them all. With permission of the author, the Center on the American Governor has reproduced the three chapters devoted to governors. The complete booklet provides similarly informative, charming and unique perspectives on many other politicians and would-be politicians who were also, in some meaningful and more than passing way, musicians. This includes Tex Ritter, DaCosta Woltz, Senator Al Gore, Senior, Lulu Belle Wiseman, and Senator Robert Byrd.
BOB AND ALF TAYLOR
Probably the most storied political fiddlers of all time were Tennessee brothers Robert Love (Bob) and Alfred Alexander (Alf) Taylor, who ran against each other on opposite tickets in the governor's race of 1886. The brothers traveled the state, debating by day, singing and fiddling by night, and often sharing a hotel bed before moving on to their next engagement. Tennesseans dubbed the race the "War of the Roses," as Bob's supporters took to wearing white roses and Alf's to red. Ultimately, voters' minds were swayed more by politics than fiddle-prowess: Bob, the weaker fiddler but a Democrat in an era of Southern Democrats, won the election. Then, of course, there was Bob's flamboyant personality. In the fiddling arena, Bob made up for any technical shortcomings by his showmanship and entertaining antics: as one contemporary explained, "It wasn't that Bob was a wonderful fiddler, but the way he looked when he was playing. Bob's whole person fiddled. He could fiddle from the top of his head to the bottom of his toes." Just the sight of Bob shaking, followed by a comical ballad or opera impersonation, would send a crowded hotel lobby into hysterics. Immensely popular, the Republican Taylor served three terms as governor between 1886 and 1899, and after a premature "retirement" from politics was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1907.
Both brothers were defeated by Republican Ben Hooper in the 1910 governor's race. Alf's political career began with his entry into the state legislature in 1885; from 1889 to 1895 he served in Congress, and in 1920-more than three decades after his original run against his brother (and seven governors later)-he won the Tennessee governorship. Alf would, incidentally, make the only records pressed by either brother, a couple of tunes with the Old Limber Quartette, a group named for Alf's hunting dog (dogs were also part of the Taylors' populist identification with the people-"We played the fiddle, were fond of dogs, and loved our fellow man," Alf later offered in explanation of the brothers' long popularity).
The brothers earned further fame on the lecture circuit, where, again, they combined fiddling, politics, and good-humored antics. Bob first took to the lecture circuit between his second and third terms as governor, finding himself broke despite the success of his political career. His best-known speech, which he delivered to audiences across the U.S. and with which he managed to pull himself out of debt, was a lengthy celebration of the musical impulse, titled "The Fiddle and the Bow." ("Long live the common people of America!" Bob would exclaim, championing the popular association between populism and down home music. "Long live the Fiddle and the Bow, the symbols of their mirth and merriment!") Later, the brothers toured together, offering a double-bill titled "Yankee Doodle and Dixie." Republican Alf spoke first of a post-Reconstruction, happily united United States, in which "the music of 'Yankee Doodle' and the music of 'Dixie'" could mingle in harmony, the animosities of yesteryear's Civil War finally dead. Robert spoke next, opening with a nod toward unification, but proclaiming gladly that "Mason and Dixon's line is still there," and rousing the crowd with spoken and sung tributes to the Southland.
Bob Taylor died in 1912, in the middle of his Senate term; he never lived to see his younger brother take his old seat in the governor's office. Alf lost his reelection bid for that seat in 1922. He died nine years later. O'Daniel played a fundamental role in popularizing the unique Texas sound and in jump-starting a handful of legendary musical careers; his personality loomed large, for years, over the Texas cultural landscape. As a band manager, though, he was uniformly considered unfair, condescending, crassly manipulative and unreasonably demanding. His political reputation was little better: despite his reelection in 1940, he proved an inept governor, whose policies were ineffectual and whose campaign promises all came to nothing. In 1941, O'Daniel bested opponent Lyndon Johnson for a seat in the U.S. Senate (the only campaign Johnson ever lost for any political office), but by his retirement in 1948, the polls charted his public support at less than ten percent. If his radio persona and his association in the public mind with red-hot dance music had for much of his career been able to overshadow his political and personal shortcomings, the public had finally had all they could take. A longtime anti-labor crusader, he blamed his profound unpopularity on the Communists.
In the 1950s O'Daniel reemerged from his Texas ranch for two very unsuccessful gubernatorial bids, during which he railed again against Communism and now desegregation but got himself nowhere.
The fiddle-and-flour days, for Pappy Lee, were over.
GOVERNOR JIMMIE DAVIS
The granddaddy of all country music politicians was two-term Louisiana governor, singing cowboy star, and (possible) "You Are My Sunshine" composer Jimmie Davis. The son of sharecroppers, Davis worked his way through college, in part by playing his guitar on street corners; he earned a master's degree from LSU and in 1927 began teaching social studies at a women's college in Shreveport, doubling as a performer on local radio station KWKH (later home of the celebrated "Louisiana Hayride"). Davis' early style, apparent on 68 songs cut for Victor Records between 1929 and 1933, was essentially an imitation of the immensely popular singer Jimmie Rodgers, and featured frequent yodeling and (on songs like "Red Nightgown Blues," "High Behind Blues," and "High Geared Mama") risqué double-entendre. When Davis moved to Decca Records in 1934, he gained a broader audience as a smooth country crooner, and in the years that followed he had major hits with "Nobody's Darling But Mine," "It Makes No Difference Now," and "You Are My Sunshine." Rodgers claimed authorship to "Sunshine," in truth a questionable assertion; at any rate, he held the copyright and without question brought the song to the national consciousness, molding it into its recognizable form. In later years, he would lead sing-alongs of the song at his campaign rallies, and the tune became so heavily associated with Davis' Louisiana (without actually making any specific reference to the state) that it became an official state song.
Davis' political career began with a stint in Shreveport's Criminal Court office, followed by gigs as police chief and Commissioner of Public Safety in that city; in 1942 he became Public Service Commissioner, and supporters were soon urging him to run for governor in the '44 election. ("I turned down a fortune," Davis later said of his decision to run: he was making more money as a singer and film star than he ever could as governor, and he knew it.) Music was central to Davis' campaign, which boasted a platform of "Peace and Harmony": at his campaign stops, other candidates on his ticket would speak first and Davis would follow, with fifteen minutes of speech and fifteen minutes of song. Opponents protested, predictably, that his campaign was heavy on music and light on substance, and they pointed to the questionable morality of his early records, but the public didn't seem to mind. One candidate played a record of "Red Nightgown Blues" to a park full of prospective voters, hoping to expose his opponent's blatant immorality; the trick backfired (so, at least, the story goes) as couples all over the park began dancing.
Though Davis' first term was very productive, the new governor still found time, amidst all his political duties, for music: he was known, for example, to serenade members of the House of Representatives to lighten the mood when things became tense on the floor. Davis still managed to record on the weekends, and during his first term scored five top-five singles, including the numberone "There's a New Moon Over My Shoulder." Davis had already starred in three B-movie Westerns before winning the governor's seat, and he drew some flak in 1947 when he left his office for twelve days in Hollywood to star as himself in the musical movie-biography Louisiana. Davis returned fulltime to performing after his first term (the state constitution then outlawed consecutive gubernatorial terms), now devoting himself primarily to gospel material. In 1960 he returned to the governor's office for another four years. Davis married Anna Carter Gordon, a singer with the country gospel group the Chuck Wagon Gang, in 1967, and for years the couple were the sweethearts of the country gospel world. His political sunshine finally set, Davis fared poorly in a final bid for the governor's office in 1971. The forced political retirement allowed him to spend the rest of his days enjoying his other career, though, performing gospel music and frequent reprises of "You Are My Sunshine." He died in 2000, at the age of 101.
